More Research sources:
Demographics and stats

Census facts

http://factfinder.census.gov/
County Business Patterns – revenue, number of businesses and employment data by business type

http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/cbpnaic/cbpsect.pl

Market segmentation 

Gives you the top market segments for any zip code and a brief description for free

http://www.clusterbigip1.claritas.com/MyBestSegments/Default.jsp?ID=20
Additional detail available by subscription

Buying habits of American consumers

http://www.bls.gov/cex/home.htm

Table of what average person spends annually on a range of things

ftp://ftp.bls.gov/pub/special.requests/ce/standard/2008/age.txt

American Time Use study

http://www.bls.gov/tus/home.htm
Stats and info on communities

http://www.epodunk.com/
http://socds.huduser.org/
Includes detailed demographic and economic characteristics of the population, latest available unemployment rates, information on Jobs, Business Establishments, and Average Pay, violent and property crime rates, local building permits.

Reports, studies, and papers on demographic trends, hot topics, and international regions
http://www.prb.org/

Industry info

http://www.asaecenter.org/Directories/AssociationSearch.cfm

This website provides a searchable database of Internet links to over 6000 websites

Restaurants

http://www.restaurant.org/research/
Social networking and e-commerce info

http://www.pewinternet.org/

Financial Planning and Industry Benchmarks
Free business stats and financial ratios – links to some examples below

http://www.bizstats.com/  

http://www.bizstats.com/industry-income-statement.asp

http://www.bizstats.com/reports/sp.asp?industry=Food+services+Drinking+places&var=&profType=income&coding=17.0400
A variety of industry benchmarks

http://www.entrepreneur.com/benchmark/
Industry average balance sheet and income statement data

http://www.irs.gov/taxstats/bustaxstats/article/0,,id=96388,00.html
List of trade associations:

The planning shop – Rhonda Abrams site is pretty good and her approach is logical- keep in mind that she is selling books though

http://www.planningshop.com/associations/

General Small Business Tools and Information 
A partnership of the Kauffman Foundation, Edward Lowe Foundation and the JJ Hill Library

http://www.bizinfolibrary.org/
http://www.biztoolkit.org (click on free access) 

Free gateway to business information tools, databases, and research resources organized by stage of business. All resources are chosen and annotated by business librarians from the James J. Hill Reference Library. 

Edward Lowe Peerspectives Information and articles on topics such as business planning, HR issues, financial statements and ratios, advisory boards, marketing, and market research

http://www.lowe.org/index.elf?page=wwd&function=PRS

Entrepreneur magazine’s web site
http://www.entrepreneur.com/

eVenturing Entrepreneur’s Resource Center 
http://www.eventuring.org

Reviews and categorizes other sites on topics such as business plans, market demographics, boards, protecting your idea, etc. 

Nolo.com 
Web resource http://www.nolo.com

This free online resource specializes in “putting the law into plain English.” The site offers practical information about starting a business, choosing a business structure, writing a business plan, legal concerns, and business taxes. 
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